
MUNICIPAL SETTINGS DESIGNATIONS (MSDs)
WHAT IS AN MSD AND WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF HAVING AN MSD,

THEIR LIMITATIONS, AND THEIR MISCONCEPTIONS



The Municipal Settings Designation (MSD)

 The MSD is a Deed Restriction that prohibits use of 
Groundwater for potable (Drinking Water) purposes and 
is supported by City Council Ordinance or Resolution of 
Support and Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) Certification.
 Recognizes that shallow groundwater is not used in most urban 

settings for potable purposes.
 Prevents groundwater on the property from being used for potable 

purposes.
 Eliminates the need to cleanup groundwater to potable purposes.
 To be eligible for an MSD

 Groundwater must be affected above the groundwater Protective 
Concentration Level (PCL).

 Potable water supplied to MSD property and Public Water 
Distribution System exists within 0.5 Miles 
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The MSD Process

 Pre-MSD meeting with City
 Application to City
 City Review and Deemed Complete
 Public Meeting
 City Council Hearing
 City issues MSD Ordinance or Resolution of Support
 Obtain Resolution of Support from City Council for each 

Municipality located within 0.5 mile of MSD Boundary, or 
which has a Water Well within 5 miles of MSD Boundary

 Obtain support each Retail Public Utility that has Water Well 
within 5 miles of MSD Boundary

 MSD Application to TCEQ
 MSD Certification by TCEQ

3



The MSD Application
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 $1,000 Application Fee
 Mailings

 Notifications to Water Well Owners within a 5-Mile Radius
 3 Attempts Required for Non-Deliverable Mailings

 First 2 attempts via Certified Mail
 If Certified Mailings undeliverable 3rd attempt via USPS Mail with Delivery Confirmation
 Other attempts via hand delivery with Signed Delivery Confirmation

 Research Appraisal District Records
 Google Search 

 Signed Delivery Receipts for all Mailings

 Map showing Public Water Distribution System within 0.5 Mile Radius of 
MSD Property 

 Map showing MSD Property within City Boundary
 Warrantee Deed for Property(ies)
 MSD Survey (Property Boundary or Beyond – per City MSD Requirement)
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The MSD Application
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The MSD Application
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The MSD Application
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The MSD Application



Benefits of having an MSD
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Benefits of having an MSD

 Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Protective 
Cleanup Levels (PCLs) are based on people potentially 
using groundwater for Drinking Water Purposes and 
tend to be pretty stringent.

 Without an MSD, the following PCLs for the groundwater 
ingestion exposure pathways are applicable: GWSoilIng, 
GWSoilClass3, GWGWIng, GWGWClass3

 With an MSD, PCLs for groundwater ingestion exposure 
pathways are no longer applicable.

 With an MSD, alternative PCLs can then be developed 
based on the following non-groundwater ingestion 
exposure pathways: TotSoilComb and AirGWInh-V
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Benefits of having an MSD 
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Benefits of having an MSD
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Benefits of having an MSD
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Benefits of having an MSD
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MSD Misconception
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MSD Misconception
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 Misconception - MSD Coverage = Case Closure
 MSD coverage does not equal Case Closure (COC or NFA). 

 The MSD is just a Deed Restriction that prohibits the use of shallow 
groundwater for drinking water purposes.  

 MSDs can cover multiple properties and some cities have MSDs that cover large 
areas known for industrial use.
• Just because a property is located within an MSD Boundary does not necessarily 

mean that the property is negatively affected.
• There is sometimes an anchor property that is in a TCEQ Program (VCP or 

Corrective Action Program) and is the basis for the MSD and other properties were 
grouped in on the MSD coverage.

 Investigations should still be performed on sites where Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment (Phase I ESA) identifies Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 
due to historical property use. 

 There is still a possibility that concentrations could exceed non-ingestion PCLs -
TotSoilComb PCLs in soil or AirGWInh-V PCLs in groundwater.
• Example 1: TCE was contaminant released and broke down to vinyl chloride.  The 

VC concentration in groundwater exceeded the AirGWInh-V PCL and remediation 
still had to be performed.  Cost was $900,000 even with MSD. 

• Example 2: Lead levels in soil exceed the total soil combine PCL of 500 mg/kg 
(Residential) or 1,600 mg/kg (C/I) would still need mitigate soils problems –
excavation of soils >500 mg/kg or 1,600 mg/kg could cost $20,000+



MSD Misconception
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MSD Misconception
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MSD Misconception
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MSD Misconception
20



Why MSDs are a good Tool on Pollution Cases
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Why MSDs are a good Tool on Pollution Cases

 The timing to obtain closure using remedial 
technologies could require many years to complete 
cleanup with years of subsequent confirmation 
groundwater sampling and could involve substantial 
costs to satisfy state regulators. 
 The MSD allows for predictability in costs and timing involved 

to obtain regulatory closure (COC or NFA).

 Regulatory closure issued with an MSD can withstand 
repeated scrutiny over time.
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Resources

TCEQ MSD Website: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/remediation/msd.html

City of Dallas MSD Website:
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/OEQ/Pages/msd.aspx

City of Fort Worth Website:
https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/departments/code-compliance/

environmental-quality/services/msd

City of Houston MSD Website: 
https://www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/msd
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QUESTIONS


